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e IArGINAlisation

Ghzela is the protagonist in Hager Nefzi’s
film by the same name Ghzela. He is an
elderly of seventy years who lives in Elkef
in Sidi Omar, where he lives by the shrine
of holy people and which he considers to be
the whole world. Exuberant and a Sufi, he is
introduced as a simple person who has not
been to school, yet he is eager to learn how
to write and live his life to the extreme.

Despite living among shrines of dead
people, they characters could not be any
more lively.

He is fond of an imaginary person called
Hafsa who is allegedly the daughter of
the holy man Sidi Omar. He praises them
both in chantings and songs. Poverty is
portrayed in the film, nevertheless the four
families which live in Sidi Omar are rich
with their values, love for life, and solidarity
among themselves. The character of Ghazela
most probably be shown as the village idiot
who mumbles words and recite chants to
people who died years ago, but the director
gives him a chance to explain his way of life.
Hence, he explains and not justify.

In the film the Hajer Nefzi, who is a young
Tunisian filmmaker, has been able to not
only shoot beautiful images and sceneries,
but also exhibited in her first full-length film
people’s feelings, regardless of any external
factors. As a result, she was able to translate
to the viewer the warm feelings in the area
where Ghazela lives. Ghzela is a journey in
the life of a man who sacrificed his life for
the love of a woman whom he had only seen
in dreams, until he lost his family and ended
up alone.

Among these feelings is eagerness to live
and enjoying the minimum despite the
ongoing challenges. The film embodies the
experience whose life and dreams have not
been changed by the rapid changes in life.
Although he lived in the margins of life
near the dead, he is more lively than alot
of others.

Between  asceticism  and  passion,

Ghzela:

Living life despite

Ghazela is a normal person who lives in a
marginalised place. Nevertheless, he has
made peace with who he is. He is a free
soul, which doesn’t carry anything by love
for life and laughter. In every event and
every mouled, he dresses in a certain outfit,
defying all societal norms. For example as
times he dresses as Sufi dancer in white
jalabiya, but as other times he becomes
a crossdresser and wears a belly dancing
outfit.

He is the films main character as he
is followed by the camera, however one
of the goals of film was to document the
marginalisation Ghazela lives in despite
living in an area where nature is rich with
green areas and beautiful scenes, which she
uses drones to shoot. The state is absent in
these areas, as school and other facilities are
far. For example, the children who live in
the same village wait for hours to hitchhike
in order to go to school.

The film raises the question of what will
happen to the history of these shrines and
the fate of these traditions, as they are only
memorised but not documented or written

down. That is the case in a lot of areas,

traditions, and societies in the Middle East
especially rural and desert areas, where the
very people who live near the monuments or
the ancient places are their own historians
and librarians.

In doing this, Nefzi’s camera is a light
guest to the sequences of the film. Although
the film is a documentary, which requires
the interference of the director in order to
secure shooting areas and be comfortable,
Nefazi allows her subject to live their daily

lives normally. However
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In the presence of 6,000 spectators
Luxor African Film Festival extends to Qena

Governorate, and honors Lebleba, Massad Fouda

and Sayed Fouad at South Valley University
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A special film program for the Screenwriter Sayed Fouad, the @@;ZMPM pg_!]hgj’é*ﬁ‘ﬂl )7))4-\" aaudn
governorate of Qena and inter- president of the festival, was MISR INTERATIONAL FILMS
views with the stars of the festi- also honored and was awarded PR
val at the open theater of South the shield of the university in Aaaallgsl agla
Valley University. the presence of 6,000 students, 3_‘95 elea

In the presence of more than all of whom interacted with the EAPD i~ SR Y
6,000 spectators, Prof. Dr. Mo- event. He said a speech in which S —— R C'éN“?‘U 'RL'Y osbliall (b
hamed Aboul-Fadel Badran, he expressed his happiness to Parinership for Development Sl Aglall Ayungll sall  CEESRYESAINT L .
Vice-President of South Valley be in the presence of this large d-‘-‘-‘ delsln
University, Screenwriter Sayed gathering, and thanked the stu- [ 4 ’ >
Fouad, President of the Luxor Af- dents, the university president 5 . f u-:l-\”ll (,a.tf
rican Film Festival, and head of Prof. Dr. Abbas Mohamed Mo- CIN[C] 1| ﬂkl‘g Qungy ,un.sl
the syndicate of cinematic pro- hamed Mansour, and the vice Sl Loisull il il YR EGYPT PN
fessions, director Mosaad Fou- president Prof. Dr. Mohamed . il [FALGONGROUP| "
da, inaugurated the extension of Aboul-Fadel Badran. pe L TN
LAFF to Qena Governorate, which Superstar Lebleba interacted @
includes African film screenings with the students and sang one
and a busy program of events of her songs, and during a talent IPRESCI KVIERVE)
and interviews with the stars. the university administration show for the students, one of CINEMA - fall . 151

The opening ceremony of the and gave a speech to students them sang her song “In Arabic, S9 )’J d"‘ 9
program of LAFF was held at the highlichtine the greatness of | love You” which she sang in &
open theater of South Valley th%s e%ent §nd its irgnportance to the film “The Devil Who Loved B “\\‘ HA""A"‘ gln.gaa
University, with honoring the communicate with the new gen- Me”, during which Lebleba went 4 Aaaq
superstar Lebleba, and award- erations through art, as well as on the stage and sang the song | N o
ing her the university’s shield communicating with our moth- with her, and thanked her as QOO (9 I;MM ewe
by the Vice President of the er continent, and that this is a Wwell as all the students and had © e
University, Prof. Dr. Mohammed great success for Luxor African her pictures taken with her and
Aboul-Fadel Badran, as well as  Film Festival by extending its said: “I love the audience of Up-
the head of the syndicate of activities to anther province, per Egypt and | sang for them a
cinematic professions, direc- “Qena”, which is a 50 minute lot and toured in all the gover- \ R
tor Massad Foda who thanked drive from Luxor. norates of Upper Egypt. Mersure ,;;\r[agal:‘\;} H]lton Presentat #on
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